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DRUGS (Continued from p. 5)

companies, and conflicts between drug-company profits
and public health. For an industry representative to sit
on the FDA.

Adverse drug reports

review panel for a specific drug constitutes a conflict of
interest if he has financial tics either to the
manufacturer of that drug or to a compctitor. These
conflicts of intercst are often waived at the FDA for the
sake of industry expertise. Broader philosophical
issues, such public health concerns, do not require such
a waiver.

One example of the latter is the elimination of Dr.
Curt Furberg from an FDA discussion panel on COX-2
drugs—a catcgory which includes Vioxx and Bextra—for
publicizing his independent analysis of scicntific data
regarding similar risks of heart attacks and strokes
from the two drugs.' Dr. Furberg is a profcssor of
public health at Wake Forest University School of
Medicine. Furberg commented: “The result is [Bextra]
looks like Vioxx, and we need to be careful. Pfizer is
basically saying 'Our drug is safe until we have more
information,' and my position is the opposite. 1 am
saying we need to know it is safe before we use it on a
large scale.”
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Furberg’s analysis showed a doubling of risk of
heart attack and stroke among heart disease patients
taking Bextra '

The Sen. Charles Grassley (R-lowa), Chairman of
the Finance Committee, suggested an independent
board of drug safety may be needed to ensure the safety
of medications after FDA approval.

Encourage your Senators to back legislation to separatc the Office of Drug Safety from the FDA and to oppose the medical
malpractice bill which would exempt pharmaccutical companics from punitive damages.
Support the ANH campaign for access to supplements (see insert this issue)
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